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518 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF [1898. 

REPORT OF THE ORNITHOLOGICAL SECTION. 

The work of the Section during the past year has been mainly 
devoted to the study collection. But little progress has been made in 
the rearrangement of the exhibition collection of birds owing to the 
need of cases on the third floor of the new building. 

A synoptical collection has been arranged there, as promised in 
last year's report, but the main series of mounted birds is still 
in the old gallery. Though not displayed to advantage it remains 
in an excellent state of preservation. 

The study collection has been carefully examined and better pro- 
vision made for many of the large skins. Most of the Conservator's 
work this year has been devoted to a study of the types in the collec- 
tion which have been carefully identified and arranged in special 
cases, the results of this work having been embodied in a paper 
which will appear in the Proceedings. 

The Delaware Valley Ornithological Club has made many addi- 
tions to the collection presented by it to the Academy so that it is 
now probably the most complete exhibition of its kind in existence. 
The meetings of the Club continue to be held at the Academy and 
do much to stimulate ornithological study. 

The Section is also much gratified to be able to report that through 
its efforts the annual meeting of the American Ornithologists' 
Union will be held at the Academy in Nov., 1899. The importance 
of tins' meeting to local ornithologists and to the Academy will be 
readily understood. 

During the year the most important accession has been the collec- 
tion of bird skins bequeathed by the late Prof. E. D. Cope number- 
ing nearly 1,000 specimens and containing the once famous collec- 
tion of C.S. Turnbull. 

Of great importance also is a small series of specimens from Man- 
churia received from Dr. A. Donaldson Smith and the Messrs. Far- 
num. Valuable specimens were also received from the Zoological 
Society of Philadelphia, Dr. J. E. Romig and others. 

The magnificient collection of North American land birds formed 
by Mr. Josiah Hoopes has been received on deposit. 

At the annual meeting held Dec. 19, 1898, the following officers 
were elected : — 

Director, ...... Spencer Trotter. 

Vice-Director, , Geo. S. Morris. 
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Recorder, Stewardson Brown. 

Secretary, Wm. A. Shryock. 

Treasurer and Conservator, . . . Witmer Stone. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Witmer Stone. 

Conservator. 



REPORTS OF THE PROFESSORS. 

Henry A. Pilsbry, Professor in the Department of Mollusca, 
reports that during the year he has delivered a course of lect- 
ures upon bivalve mollusks. Several special reports upon par- 
ticular groups of mollusks, based upon material in the collection of 
the Academy, have been prepared and published in the Proceedings 
of the Academy. Progress in the classification of the collection has 
been made, the details of which may be found in the report of the 
Conservator of the Conchological Section. 

Daniel G. Brinton, M. D., Professor of Ethnology, reports 
that during the year 1898 a course of lectures, free to the public, 
was delivered by him on various ethnological subjects, in the Hall 
of the Academy. They were well attended, and considerable inter- 
est was shown. 

The collections in this department are well displayed and care- 
fully looked after by the Curators. 

Henry Skinner, M. D., Professor in the Department of Insecta, 
reports having delivered a course of six illustrated lectures on ento- 
mology in connection with the Academy's Ludwick Institute Course. 
He refers to his report as Conservator of the Entomological Section 
for a statement of other work accomplished during the year. 



